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ROCKINGHAM BEACH PRIMARY SCHOOL — JACQUI O’DONNELL 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: I bring to the attention of the chamber an 
article in the last edition of The Weekend Australian. The headline reads, “Perth school goes Ivy League” and it 
tells the story of principal Jacqui O’Donnell from Rockingham Beach Primary School. She was recently selected 
as one of just three principals nationwide over the course of the last four years to attend an intensive professional 
education program at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. The article explains — 

As part of her commitment to her learning path, O’Donnell applied for the Harvard Club of Australia 
Education Scholarships, sponsored by the Public Education Foundation, Teachers Mutual Bank, and the 
Harvard Club of Australia. … 
Public Education Foundation executive director David Hetherington says the scholarship is “a way of 
rewarding school principals who have a commitment to public education and have exhibited a strong 
capacity for leadership into the future”. 

In the article, Jacqui speaks in detail about what she gained from the intensive program of lectures, workshops and 
discussion groups. I recommend that members who have time stop by the library to read the article in its entirety. 
I am not here to plug The Weekend Australian, of course. My real interest is in what it said about the level of 
schooling we are providing to our youngsters in the Rockingham area. Rockingham Beach Primary School is one 
of the oldest schools in the south metro area. It was founded in 1895 and by my calculation that puts it in the first 
15 public schools to be founded in WA. When we think of Ivy League in Perth, we think of Scotch College or 
St Hilda’s, Wesley College or Presbyterian Ladies College. Rockingham Beach Primary School predates them all. 
Ms O’Donnell joined the school in 2013 and has guided Rocky Beach through its first years as an independent 
public school, which was a wonderful initiative introduced under the previous government and one that I heartily 
endorse, aimed at giving greater autonomy and flexibility to school principals. I hope this government will prove 
equally committed to the program. I say that not only because I believe in freedom of choice and enabling the 
individual, but primarily because we are seeing outstanding results from the independent public school system 
across the state in none less than Rockingham Beach Primary School. 
Since taking on her current leadership role, Ms O’Donnell has overseen some quite astonishing results. We can see 
that in the National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy results. Details from the school’s stable cohort 
of students—that is the students who undertook NAPLAN in year 3 in 2015 and again in year 5 in 2017—showed 
that across all tests they have made better than expected progress over the two years. I am especially encouraged to 
discover that in numeracy, 94 per cent of students made better than expected progress, with an outstanding 55 per cent 
doubling the rate of progress. That equates to advancing a student’s achievement by about 18 months. 
As members would imagine, feedback from parents has been extremely positive. It is also important to recognise 
another key initiative Ms O’Donnell has undertaken, which is included in the article, and that is to engage in 
a deeper and more meaningful level of family engagement. It is fantastic to see schools trying different things. As 
we all know, one size does not necessarily fit all. This is something that the Liberal Democrats support. We even 
have a policy of reforming the catchment system and providing for a school voucher system so that parents can 
choose what school they send their children to and principals can be given greater autonomy and flexibility. 
Jacqui is a very humble individual. When I wrote to her to congratulate her on her trip and on the recognition it 
entailed, she was quick to praise others and to say that it was a celebration of her entire team’s work and a recognition 
of their willingness to embrace change and to go above and beyond to enhance the students’ experiences. 
It is wonderful to see and I am proud to see it taking place so publicly in Rockingham. To the whole team at 
Rockingham Beach Primary School I say: great job and keep it up. 
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